SUMMARY Nine children born to HBsAg positive mothers, who became chronic HBsAg carriers with associated liver disease, were followed for five to 10 years. Five children with active hepatitis or active cirrhosis at presentation achieved complete remission within six years, while three HBeAg positive patients with minimal histological lesions remained unchanged.
A number of studies performed in the last decade have emphasised the role of perinatal transmission in the spread of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in endemic areas.' Indeed, children infected in the perinatal period by their mother positive for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) often become chronic HBsAg carriers with or without associated liver disease. Up to date, however, few studies have examined the long term outcome of HBV infection and disease acquired early in life. 2 We report the natural history of chronic hepatitis B in nine children born to HBsAg positive mothers during a follow up of five to 10 years.
Patients and methods
The nine infants included in the study ( 
